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The Picture Frame House has
nearly 4,000 square feet of glass.
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Sarasota Architecture Firm, DSDG, Is
Creating Modern Masterpieces
By: MACKENZIE MOUNT

car idles outside of the Picture Frame Housc. The

passengers stare. Architect Mark Sult:
watchin, it
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Photo by www.pix360.com.



The Picture Frame House kitchen.

PEOPLE PAUSETO ABSORB SULTANA'S
0,400-SQUARE-FFOOT ADDITION TO
MODERN HOUSE ROW

Sultana's former personal home.

Two weeks passed. “I prcs"entcd it to him, and he was really quict—poker
face, no smile, nothing. His wife’s sitting next to him. They must've read each
other’s minds, because they didn’t even say anything. I s.,ot throu<rh my presen-
tation and I was like, ‘Oh b()\ I don't’ think he likes it. I said, \’Vcll what do
you think? Do you like it?’ He looked atme. He looked at his wife. He goes,
‘We don't like it. We absolutely love it.’

To even get to the table, though, to talk modern with an oeuvre based on
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The living area
Sultana’s earlie
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clients settled in a Mediterranean Comfort zone, Sultana had to build himself

a modern masterpiece. ‘I made my own,” he emphasizes. “I had to, because I
couldn’t get a client to let me do it.” It worked.

gultanax resultant home led to projects in his dream vein—modern struc-
tures polished with white, sand-finished stucco, wood accents for warmth and
green glass. He became the modern guy, but not to exclusion. “Not all clients
feel warm and fuzzy in a modern design,” Mark describes. “I can do itall, and 1
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A west-facing view&l the
Sarasota Yacht Club foyer.
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have done it all—everything from little, tiny house-additions to large, high-rise
office buildings.”

In 2010, Sultana and DSDG partner Tom Denslow won a competition to
design the Sarasota Yacht Club with their coastal contemporary answer to the
call for “an iconic building that would last forever and never go out of style.”

“We did the canvas roof to create the feeling of a sail,” Mark explains. “And
it’s actually a fully translucent roof, so inside the building, the light comes right
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through it during the day. You never have to turn the lights on.”

At night, the interior lights piercing through the canvas create a sort-of
dorsal phantasm for viewers from nearby John Ringling Bridge. “These lights
illuminate it, so as you're coming over the bridge, you see this glowing spine. The
light kind of gets into the fabric and the whole thing glows.”

Striking, but projects a la Picture Frame really beckon. “The Frame House
is super modern. That’s my love. If I could do that all day long, I would.’ "
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